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Factors Affecting Changes in Number of Novices in Buddhism
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Abstract

The research article aimed at studying the factors affecting changes in number of
Buddhist novices in Thailand by using variables that reflect the development or change in
demography, society, economy, education, religion, and technology. The panel analysis was

conducted with the data from 77 provinces in Thailand that were collected between the year
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B.E. 2556 - 2560 by the National Statistical Office by means of fixed effect regression model
and random effect regression model.

From the study, the following results are found: 1) Educational factors as measured by
the ratio of child population to number of schools, religious factors as measured by the
number of population per number of monks, and technology factors as measured by the ratio
of mobile phone users have significant negative effects on the number of novices; 2)
Demographic factors as measured by the number of boys as well as the social factors as
measured by the number of divorces and percentage of the number of population residing in
the municipality have significant positive effects; and 3) Economic factors as measured by the
provinces’ national income per capita have negative effects with no significance. The research
findings are beneficial to the formulation of policies and strategies in order to build motivation

in ordaining as a novice and increase the quality of novices of relevant organizations or sectors.
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